
 

TOWN OF ROCKINGHAM 

BELLOWS FALLS VILLAGE CORPORATION 

 

Merger Committee Special Meeting 

Tuesday, September 29, 2015 

 

Present:  Joshua Hearne, Stefan Golec, Susan Hammond, Colin James, Peter Golec, Evelyn 

Weeks, Ann DiBernardo, Thomas MacPhee 

 

Absent:  Nancy McAuliffe, Sanford Martin 

 

Also Present:  Kristi Morris, Facilitator; Willis Stearns, II, Municipal Manager; Kerry Bennett, 

Recording Clerk; Wade Masure; Kevin Kingsbury; Denis Jeffrey; Arthur Smith; Catherine 

Bergmann; Marjorie & Dennis Ladd; Deborah Wright; Andrew Smith 

  

Press:  Joey Powers, FACT8 

 

Call to Order:  Meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. by Facilitator Kristi Morris.  Morris 

reminded those present of the Committee’s Rules of Procedure. 

 

Additions to the Agenda for Routine Administrative Matters and/or Pressing Matters that will 

require ratification at a future meeting:  None 

 

Approve Minutes of August 25, 2015:  Thomas MacPhee made the motion to approve the 

minutes of August 25, 2015 as printed.  Motion was seconded by Ann DiBernardo.  Motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

Public Comment on Items Not on the Agenda (3 minutes per person): 

 Andrew Smith noted that he believes that missing from the process is a recent list of Bellows 

Falls Village assets. 

 Deborah Wright noted that she believes this Committee is not working on a “Plan of Merger” 

but a “Charter”. 

 

Agenda: 

1. Continue with Review of Draft Document – 2 hour time limit:  

 a) Chapter Ten – Merger (24 V.S.A. Chapter 49) 

 10.2 C – Clarification & Discussion:  Morris read the document titled “Clarification 

& Discussion” and noted that this item has been previously approved by the 

Committee at a prior meeting.  Stearns noted that a clarification of 10.2C was 

requested at the last Committee meeting.  Hearne noted, for his own clarification, the 

following scenario: A Bellows Falls voter goes to the polls – this person would 

receive 2 ballots – 1 for Bellows Falls Special Service Area and 1 for Rockingham.  

A total of both ballots must be in the affirmative to make a change to the service area 

in question.  Stearns stated that this is correct.  Hearne thanked Stearns and said he 

was now 100% clear on this item.  Wade Masure asked if this kind of vote would be 

done by Australian ballot.  Stearns stated that it would.   
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 10.3  Bellows Falls Police Special Service:  Morris read 10.3 in its entirety.  Stearns 

noted that in 10.3, 10.4, 10.5 & 10.6, item B in each of these sections is redundant 

and is covered in 10.2C as previously clarified and adopted.  Peter Golec made the 

motion to adopt 10.3A as read.  Motion was seconded by Thomas MacPhee.  James 

felt that Special Service Area should be changed to Provider.  Wright noted that the 

examples given for clarification of 10.2C should say “must” be affirmative votes.   

Bergmann noted that Bellows Falls Police Officers and the constables already go 

outside the Village.  Hearne stated that this is due to Intermunicipal Agreements 

between the Town and the Village.  Stearns stated that this would not change.   

 

Morris called for a vote on the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Thomas MacPhee made the motion to delete 10.3B.  Motion was seconded by Peter 

Golec.  Motion passed with 7 voting in the affirmative and Stefan Golec voting no. 

 

 10.4  Bellows Falls Fire Special Service Area:  Morris read 10.4A in its entirety 

noting that 10.4B would be deleted as in 10.3B.  Peter Golec made the motion to 

adopt 10.4A & 10.4B.  Motion was seconded by Stefan Golec.  Hearne noted that B 

should be deleted as it was in 10.3.  Thomas MacPhee made the motion to amend the 

original motion to adopt 10.4A and delete 10.4B. Motion to amend was seconded by 

Joshua Hearne.  Motion to amend passed with 6 voting in favor of the motion, Peter 

Golec and Stefan Golec voted no. 

 

Morris then stated that the amended motion was now to adopt 10.4A and delete 10.4B 

as read.  Motion passed with 7 voting in favor of the motion, Stefan Golec opposed. 

 

It was noted that 10.3A first sentence should include Corporation after Bellows Falls 

Village as is stated in 10.4A as it would not be the former Bellows Falls Village but the 

former Bellows Falls Village Corporation. Thomas MacPhee made the motion to add the 

word Corporation after Bellows Falls Village in the first sentence of 10.3A.  Motion was 

seconded by Ann DiBernardo.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 10.5  Rural Rockingham Special Service Area (new section):  Morris read 10.5 in its 

entirety.  Peter Golec suggested that the word “shall” be removed from 10.5A and this 

to read “Fire protection in rural Rockingham area, as defined by the Rockingham 

Volunteer Fire Department’s coverage area….”  Thomas MacPhee made the motion 

to approve 10.5A with the word “shall” removed as stated, and to delete 10.5B.  

Motion was seconded by Ann DiBernardo.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 10.6  Saxtons River Special Service Area (new section):  Morris read 10.6 in its 

entirety.  Thomas MacPhee made the motion to approve 10.6A and to delete 10.6B.  

Motion was seconded by Susan Hammond.  Stearns noted that this section basically 

defines the E911 area covered by the Saxtons River Fire Department.  Hearne asked  
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if this Committee could make that decision. .  Stearns stated that this is only defining 

the area and does not mean that this area could be taxed for this service.  Stearns did 

note that the Saxtons River Fire Department is currently 100% funded by Saxtons 

River.  Wright stated that without Saxtons River’s participation in this committee, she 

felt that this would be forcing Saxtons River to accept this definition.  Stearns stated 

that this is already defined by E911.   

 

Morris called for a vote on the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Set Agenda Items for October 27, 2015: Peter Golec made the motion to include 10.7, 10.8, 10.9, 

10.10, 10.11, 10.12 and 10.13 as agenda items for the October 27, 2015 Merger Committee 

Meeting.  Motion was seconded by Thomas MacPhee.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Stearns also stated that he plans to present a consolidated “Plan of Merger” and will use the plans 

from other communities as a guide.   The Committee was in agreement that this be placed on the 

agenda as a presentation.  Peter Golec stated that the Essex Junction plan seemed to be very close 

to what we have here. 

 

Other Business: 

Wright stated that she hoped the financials would be included for the next meeting. 

 

Adjourn:  Thomas MacPhee made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:07 p.m.  Motion was 

seconded by Joshua Hearne.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

 

 Attest:   

        Kerry Bennett, Recording Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 


