
 

ROCKINGHAM SELECTBOARD SPECIAL MEETING 

Thursday, January 14, 2016 

 

Present:  Thomas MacPhee, Joshua Hearne, Peter Golec, Ann DiBernardo 

Absent:  Susan Hammond 

 

Also Present:  Willis Stearns, II, Municipal Manager; Kerry Bennett, Recording Clerk; Francis 

Walsh, Development Director; Deborah Wright; Cass Wright; Steve Adams; Sanford Martin; 

Charles Hunter; Wade Masure; Andrew Smith; Patricia Fowler 
 

Press:  Joe Powers, FACT8p; Howard Weiss-Tissman, VPR; Allan Stein, Eagle Times; Susan Smallheer, 

Rutland Herald; Donna Allen 

 

Call to Order:  Meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman Thomas MacPhee 

 

Additions to the Agenda for Routine Administrative Matters and/or Pressing Matters that will 

require ratification at a future meeting:   

 Stearns distributed a document titled “Rutland Resolution” and indicated that the request was 

made that the Rockingham Selectboard adopt this resolution as well.  This will be put on the 

January 19, 2016 agenda for further discussion. 

 

Approve Minutes of January 5, 2016:  Peter Golec made the motion to approve the minutes of 

January 5, 2016 as printed.  Motion was seconded by Joshua Hearne.  Golec noted that there 

was a typo on page 4 at the bottom of the page.  Minutes were approved as corrected. 

 

Public Comment on Items Not on the Agenda (3 minutes per person):  None 

 MacPhee read a brief statement and informed the Board and the public that he would not be 

seeking re-election in March.  MacPhee urged anyone interested in running for the Board to 

take out a petition and noted that these are due by 5:00 pm on January 25, 2016. 

 

Agenda: 

1.  Approve and Sign Annual Town and Town School District Meeting Warning:  Stearns noted 

that two legal opinions had been obtained – one from the Vermont League of Cities & Towns 

and one from Attorney Steve Ankuda.  The written opinion from VLCT was further followed 

up with a phone conversation late this afternoon with Attorney Sarah Jarvis.  Jarvis felt that 

the wording “non-binding” should follow the question whether it be for the Monday night 

meeting or an Australia ballot article.  Ankuda felt that it should not state that.  Joshua 

Hearne made the motion to approve the article as an Australian ballot article and to include 

the wording “non-binding” following the question.  Motion was seconded by Ann 

DiBernardo.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Deborah Wright asked what would happen should the question become binding?  Stearns 

stated that at this time it is a legally non-binding question. 

 

Peter Golec made the motion to approve the warning for the February 29-March 1, 2016 

Annual Meeting as presented with the inclusion of the previously adopted article.  Motion 

was seconded by Joshua Hearne.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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MacPhee then asked the Board to take a moment to read the drafted Selectboard Report to be 

included in the Town Report.  Ann DiBernardo made the motion to adopt the Selectboard 

Report as presented.  Motion was seconded by Peter Golec.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

2. Listers’ Office 

 a) Extension of Filing 2015 Abstract:  Stearns stated that the letter was included in the 

Board packets addressed to the Director of Property Valuation and Review requesting an 

extension to the February 15, 2016 deadline for sending the 411 summary of the Grand 

List for 2015-2016 due to outstanding Current Use changes yet to be completed in the 

records.   Joshua Hearne made the motion to authorize the Rockingham Selectboard 

Chair to sign the letter as presented.  Motion was seconded by Peter Golec.  Golec asked 

if this would have an impact to the Grand List.  Stearns stated that it would not.  Motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

Other Business: 

 MacPhee stated that he would be attending the Local Government Day in February and asked 

if anyone else was interested in attending.  DiBernardo stated that she would attend also and 

an email will be sent to Hammond. 

 Golec noted that he has discovered that the county cannot charge more than 5¢ on the Grand 

List and the Windham County Budget is showing a 6.9¢ proposed tax.  Golec will be 

attending this meeting and will bring this up. 

 Stearns reminded everyone that there is a citizens meeting tonight at Windham Antiques at 

7:00 p.m. and he, along with other Town staff, will be attending. 

 

Executive Session:  No executive session was necessary. 

 

Adjourn:  Ann DiBernardo made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:25 p.m.  Motion was 

seconded by Peter Golec.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

 Attest:   

              Kerry Bennett, Recording Clerk 


