
 

 

 

ROCKINGHAM SELECTBOARD REGULAR MEETING 

Tuesday, January 19, 2016 

  

Present:  Thomas MacPhee, Joshua Hearne, Peter Golec, Ann DiBernardo 

Absent:  Susan Hammond 

 

Also Present:  Willis Stearns, II, Municipal Manager; Kerry Bennett, Recording Clerk; Duane 

Whitehead, Friends of the Library; Deborah Wright 

 

Press:  Joey Powers, FACT8; Joel Slutsky, The Shopper 
 

Call to Order:  Meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chairman Thomas MacPhee. 

 

Additions to the Agenda for Routine Administrative Matters and/or Pressing Matters that will 

require ratification at a future meeting:  None 

 

Approve Minutes of January 14, 2016:  Peter Golec made the motion to approve the minutes of 

January 14, 2016 as printed.  Motion was seconded by Joshua Hearne.  Motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

Public Comment on Items Not on the Agenda (3 minutes per person):  None 

 

Manager’s Report:  None 

 

Agenda: 

1.  Rockingham Free Public Library Event – March 12, 2016 (Snow date 3/19/2016) 

 a) Application for use of Alcohol on Municipal Property:  Duane Whitehead from the 

Friends of the Library Board was present.  Peter Golec made the motion to approve the 

Application for Use of Alcohol on Municipal Property for Pub Trivia Night at the 

Rockingham Free Public Library as presented.  Motion was seconded by Ann 

DiBernardo.  Motion passed with MacPhee, Golec and DiBernardo voting in favor of the 

motion.  Hearne abstained. 

 

2. Selectboard Items 

 a) Approve FTA Requested Letter & Authorize Chair to Sign:  Stearns stated that the 

requested letter was included in the Board packets and is being requested by the FTA as 

part of the mortgage requirements for the Southeastern Vermont Transit (formerly 

Connecticut River Transit) and acknowledges that all agreements currently in place are 

adhered to. Peter Golec made the motion to approve the letter as presented and authorize 

the Selectboard Chair to sign on behalf of the Board.  Motion was seconded by Joshua 

Hearne.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 b) Resolution – Renewable Energy Projects:  Stearns stated that this resolution, known as 

the “Rutland Town Resolution” and addresses local input into applications to the Public 

Service Board for the siting of renewable energy projects.  Ann DiBernardo made the 

motion that the Rockingham Selectboard sign on to the Rutland Town Resolution as 

requested.  Motion was seconded by Peter Golec.  Motion passed unanimously.  MacPhee 

stated he will contact Rutland with the Board’s decision.g 

 

Review Overtime & Comp Time Report:  No comments or concerns. 
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Review & Update Task List:   

 Park & Ride – No change 

 TransCanada Negotiations – No change 

 Vilas Bridge – Stearns reported that the NH DOT has been in touch with Development 

Director Francis Walsh and has informed him that this bridge has been taken off the 10 year 

list and New Hampshire has no intention of ever repairing the bridge for vehicular traffic.  

They have recognized, however, that minimal maintenance will be required due to the 

wastewater line that runs under the bridge. 

 SMP Library case – No change 

 

The Board did decide to review the task list at the 1
st
 meeting of each month. 

 

Review Agenda Items for Next  Meeting  – February 2, 2016: 

 Certificate of Highway Mileage 

 Letter from David Lillie – re: Tuttle Road 

 FY2015 YTD Budget Status 

 Work in the alley between Town Hall & People’s United Bank 

 FY2015 Audit 

 

Review Agenda Items for Joint Board Meeting  -  March 29, 2016: 

 Mutual Aid Agreement with Charlestown Fire 

 

Review & Approve Orders, Bills & Warrants:  Peter Golec made the motion to approve the 

orders, bills and warrants as presented.  Motion was seconded by Ann DiBernardo.  Motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

Other Business: 

 Golec asked about the clean-up of the Hyde Street property acquired in tax sale.  Stearns 

stated that the property has been cleaned up by Ruggiero and 2 dumpsters were filled.  An 

RFP will now go out for asbestos testing prior to demolition.  Stearns did note that Ruggiero 

did sign a waiver that was drafted by the Town Agent. 

 DiBernardo asked if it would be possible to tour the TLR buildings.  Stearns stated that he 

and the Development Director could take pictures but that the building was a hazardous site.  

Stearns did also remind the Board that an RFP had gone out several months ago to rehab the 

buildings and no reasonable responses were received.  Stearns also stated that in excess of 

$500,000 has been spent in various studies of the site along with over $1,000,000.00 in 

abatement.  Golec noted that if the article to demolish these buildings fails at Town Meeting 

he does not think it advisable to sell these structures to the Historical Society as requested 

noting that the building they own now adjacent to the TLR buildings is deteriorating and 

falling down.  Golec did note that the Historical Society has done a great deal of clean up and 

commends them for this.  However, nothing has been done to that building.  Stearns also 

noted that if the Town were to relinquish ownership of these buildings they will most likely 

stay as they are and further deteriorate. 

 Stearns noted that information was distributed this evening on Articles 8, 9 & 10 for the 

Town Report.  In addition an equipment replacement plan will also be included directly 

behind the Equipment Budget. 
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 DiBernardo also reminded the Board to be thinking of Board goals reminding Stearns that 

this is what the Board evaluates the Manager on.  Stearns stated that it is possible that by the 

time his evaluation is due there could be three new Board members who will have to evaluate 

him on items they have little knowledge of and suggested that this Board may want to 

evaluate him prior to the March election.  Evaluation forms will be sent out and this will be 

put on a February agenda. 

 

Executive Session:  If Necessary:  No executive session was needed. 

 

Adjourn:  Joshua Hearne made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:40 p.m.  Motion was 

seconded by Peter Golec.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

 

 Attest:   

              Kerry Bennett, Recording Clerk 


