
 

 

Bellows Falls Village Trustees Special Meeting 

Thursday, June 23, 2016 
 

Present: Myles Mickle, Steve Adams, Evelyn Weeks 

Absent:  Stefan Golec, Colin James 

 

Also Present:  Willis D. Stearns, II, Municipal Manager; Kerry Bennett, Village Clerk; Deborah Wright 

 

Press:  Alex Stradling, FACT8; Joel Slutsky, The Shopper 

 

Call to Order:  Meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by President Myles Mickle. 

 

Additions to the Agenda for Routine Administrative Matters and/or Pressing Matters that will require 

ratification at a future meeting: 

 Stearns stated that his contract requires that he receive the permission of both the Rockingham 

Selectboard and the Bellows Falls Village Trustees to do work outside of his job here.  He has been 

offered a consulting services job that he would like to do.  Stearns also noted that the Selectboard 

made the motion to allow this at its meeting on Tuesday.  Evelyn Weeks made the motion to allow the 

Municipal Manager to take an offer for consulting outside his managerial duties.  Motion was 

seconded by Steven Adams.  Motion passed. 

 

Public Comment on Items not on the Agenda: (3 minutes per person): 

 Deborah Wright noted that this community has a significant housing issue, some in critical need of 

repair, and asked the Board to consider being pro-active instead of reactive and suggested forming a 

Committee to assist with identification of issues.  The Trustees present were receptive to this 

suggestion and it will be put on the next Joint Board Agenda for discussion with the Selectboard. 

 

Agenda: 

1. Open Meeting Law Violation Complaint – June 14, 2016:  Mickle noted that a complaint of an open 

meeting law violation was received noting that the proper State Statute was not identified in the 

motion.  A two-sided laminated card containing the executive session motions was provided to the 

Board members for use at future meetings.  Mickle read the card as follows: 

 

Executive Session is a closed portion of a public meeting and is allowed only in certain limited situations 

including the following subjects.  These require only one motion to enter into executive session: 

1. Negotiating or securing real estate purchase or lease options.  1 V.S.A. §313(a)(2). 

2. The appointment or employment or evaluation of a public officer or employee (but the public 

 body must make a final decision to hire or appoint in an open meeting and it must explain the  

 reasons for its final decision).  1 V.S.A. §313(a)(3). 

3. A disciplinary or dismissal action against a public officer or employee (but such officer or 

 employee has the right to a public hearing if formal charges are brought). 1 V.S.A. §313(a)(4). 

4. A clear and imminent peril to the public safety.  1 V.S.A. §313(a)(5). 

5. Discussion or consideration of records or documents that are exempt from public records laws (but 

 that does not give authority to discuss the general subject to which the document pertains).  1 V.S.A.  

 §313(a)(6). 

6.  Municipal or school security or emergency response measures, the disclosure of which could 

 jeopardize public safety.  1 V.S.A. §313(a)(10). 
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The motion for the above six reasons merely needs to identify the subject to be discussed and its 

corresponding statutory provision.  Example:  “I move that the Board enter executive session to discuss –

(clearly state one of the 6 reasons above) and state the corresponding staturoty provision – i.e. pursuant 

to Title 1, Section 313 (a)(2).” 

 

In addition, in instances when the public body finds that premature general public knowledge would 

clearly place the public body or a person involved at a substantial disadvantage, it may go into executive 

session to discuss one of the following:  The following 6 reasons require two distinct motions: 

7. contracts. 

8. labor relations agreements with employees;  

9. arbitration or mediation;  

10. grievances, other than tax grievances;  

11. pending or probable civic litigation or a prosecution, to which the public body is or may be a party;  

12. confidential attorney-client communications made for the purpose of providing professional legal 

 services to the body.  1 V.S.A. §313(a)(1). 
 

First motion:  “I move to find that premature general public knowledge of (state above reason) will 

clearly place the municipality at a substantial disadvantage by (give reason, i.e. negotiating strategy, 

litigation, etc.)” 

Second motion:  “I move that the Board enter executive session to discuss the (specific reason, i.e. 

contract with state company or person, etc.) under provisions of Title 1, Section 313 (a)(1) of the Vermont 

Statutes.” 
 

Stearns noted that the Complaint of Alleged Open Meeting Law Violation received stated that two 

motions were needed.  However, only one motion was needed for the reason stated but the statute must be 

stated.  Mickle stated that the board members will refer to this card in the future for any motions to enter 

executive session. 

 

2. Set FY2017 Tax Rate:  Stearns distributed a spreadsheet showing the tax rates for the Village from 

2006 to present and the grand list values.  The estimated tax rate for the Village is 0.6187, a 

greater than 5¢ decrease.  Evelyn Weeks made the motion to set the Bellows Falls Village 

Corporation tax rate at .6187 for Fiscal Year 2017.  Motion was seconded by Steve Adams.  

Motion passed. 
 

Other Business:  

 Stearns updated the Board on the repairs being done to the turret on the front of the Fire/Police 

Facility noting that there are unexpected costs that will be associated with this repair. 

 Weeks asked about the property on Green Street.  Stearns stated that the attorney holding the deed to 

the property is expected to file this in the Town Clerk’s Office tomorrow morning.  Following this the 

Health Officer can then move forward with the health order and the process can begin.  

 

Executive Session:  No executive session was necessary. 

 

Adjourn:  Myles Mickle made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:15 p.m.  Motion was seconded by 

Steve Adams.  Motion passed. 
 

       Attest:         

        Kerry Bennett, Village Clerk 


