
 
 
 

 

RCC Minutes 
  05/12/2014 

 
 

Attending: Mike Ghia, Guy Payne, Peter Bergstrom, Fred Bennett, Rick Holloway, Alan 
Fowler 
Absent: Tom Hernon, Paul Wilson 
Guests:  Ed Dinnany (Rockingham Green Up Day Coordinator), Alma Beals 
 

Minutes: Tabled minutes from April; Guy wanted the information in the minutes from Integrated and 

Green Lantern Capital to be reviewed by Katrina for accuracy prior to approval 

 Guy motioned to table the minutes; Fred, seconded; passed with one Nay vote by Mike 

 

Strategies/plans for the coming year 

 Discussion ensued about activities and goals for the Commission for the Year.  Ideas discussed 

included: 

-Continue to improve communications: 

 Get at least 30 more residents on the email list (currently at 196) 

 Move over to Mail Chimp 

 Increase followers on Facebook and use of Facebook 

 Increase use of Town website; develop a separate RCC presence (continuing Fred’s initiative) 

 Do occasional press release about activities 

 

-Recruit More community members to committees, projects, and one-time activities 

-Provide support and coordinate more with Ed Dinnany, the Town Manager, and Mike Hindes on 

Green Up Day 

-Continue to support the Herrick’s Cove Festival, Source-to-the-Sea clean-up, and similar activities. 
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-Continue to support and recruit for the SEVWA water quality monitoring of the Saxtons and Williams 

Rivers and to help distribute the results to the public 

-Continue Stream and Waterbody Naming Project with Peter in the leadership 

-Support the Emerald Ash Borer Monitoring Project (recruit participants, raise awareness) 

-Finish up the Street Light Project 

-Continue with the Municipal Solar Initiative with Guy in the lead. 

-Work with Ray Perry to get maps of the existing trails in Bellows Falls and making the public more 

aware of them. 

-Conduct or co-sponsor at least one public activity each quarter including presentations in coordination 

with the Rockingham Library, and some fun, educational activities such as hikes, snowshoe hikes, 

birding activities, paddling tours with naturalists.  Could coordinate with Ascutney Audubon and the 

Nature Museum on these activities. 

 Much discussion ensue about the last two ideas including specifically about trying to learn more 

from Tim Morton about points of interest in Durand State Forest.  Would it be interesting at other 

points of the year than winter?  Would there be an interest to do something out at Minards Pond again?  

Progress on the Historical Society Trails and the planned trail system to Bald Hill were also discussed. 

Ed – Green-up Day:  

History - Tony Klein began as the Rockingham Area Green-up coordinator, and when he moved from 

the area, Ed took over – 12 to 15 years ago.  High School student participation is dropping off – same 

weekend as SAT’s.  Middle School is sometimes good and sometimes not.  Central Elementary and 

Saxtons River Elementary responded and brought kids out to pick up trash before Green-up day.  A 

teacher contacted Ed and initiated this (Amy Harlow?). 

Bags from the state come in less than 2 weeks before the day, so tough to get the bags out to everyone; 

Ed asked State for more bags, and posters to come earlier, but to no avail. 

Ed complained that posters get to him one week ahead of the event and it does not really provide an 

opportunity to put them up around the area.  The Vermont Green-up folks from the state are not willing 

to increase the amount of bags they give out to Ed.   

This year's activity: 

20 to 25 people from Parker Hill – 10 of these went to the BFUHS for Pizza 

Kurn Hattin used to bring 20 people but it is the same time as their Spring Fling, so limits more 

participation than this 

20 to 30 other people get bags from Ed 

There are 10 Rotarians that go out and do this 

  

Publish in flier – bags at J & H Hardware, bags at SR General Store, bags at new coffee shop. 

Fred picked up bags at Town Hall – they had 5 which he took, then they were out. 

Doreen will get hold of Ed and ask for more bags. 

  

Tires dumped at the dumpster site.  How can we stop excess dumping? 

Rte 5, Rte 103 and Rte 121 are pick-up routes. 

State employees with their truck picked up trash along Rte 5 this year. 

Majority of trash picked up is plastic bottles and cans. 

Stuff brought to town garage through Sunday, and it is picked up on Monday 

  

How can RCC help Ed? 

  



RCC can get groups to sponsor bags, earlier, rather than wait until the state gets some to the program? 

Like start working on it now for next May. 

Perhaps we can get the poster out electronically. 

  

Paddle Battle group to pick-up for Source to Sea event; special race category for picking up trash; 

leave empty and come back full; 

  

Alma –  
Herrick’s Cove – 2,500 people, more than usual; We’re down key people who knew how to park; 

One child dislocated a shoulder and the mom was panicking and Matt called an ambulance – they want 

to be prepared for that type of eventuality next year. 

 

Audubon is working on replacement of invasive plants—not enough to remove them. They have 

bought some plants for replacement of invasives; Alma has these but Matt Cole has said don’t do 

anything else at Herrick’s Cove until FERC planning is finalized; 

  

Matt wants to be there when they put up the fishing line receptacle.  Alma has the Receptacle – in the 

near future, but after Kelly Stettner (Black River Action Team) puts one up at Hoyt’s Landing, then 

Alma will put up with Matt Cole for Audubon.  Questionable about putting one up at Roundy’s Cove 

on Anne Busslers land so Alma will walk area with Anne  

  

Water Chestnut invasive – floating plant with bladder – with Caltrop seed – easy to scoop up with rake 

and dump in canoe; these are in Herrick’s Cove now. 

Add this clean-up to the Paddle Battle 

 

 

Emerald Ash Borer (EAB)  – Alma is trying to get Antioch student to do write an action plan for 

when an outbreak occurs in Rockingham.  Hasn’t found one yet. 

Andrew Morrison – graduate student working for the Dummerston Conservation Commission is doing 

the same thing there. 

  

Alma is still recruiting people to inventory Ash Trees in Rockingham.  Some VT Academy students 

will help out in Saxtons River, but more people are needed. Jim Edson from State ANR in Springfield 

office is helping Alma with this as well as the  Invasive Species at Herrick’s Cove.  The RCC will try 

to help recruit people for these surveys. 

  

Stream Naming Project: 
Peter gave an update on his progress on the Stream Naming Project.  He has been in dialog with Ellen 

Howard and also Sue Hammond, who helped him identify waterbodies in the Bartonsville Area.    

Peter also has reached out Stephen Major, Chair of Westminster Conservation Commission.  Mike 

spoke with Stephen and he was intending on bringing up supporting the project with the WCC at their 

next meeting. 

Two Rockingham Brooks originate in Grafton;  Mike and Guy suggested to coordinate with 

Eric Stevens of the Grafton Sustainability Group, and also the Grafton Historical Society; Runs along 

the Fisher Hill Rd.  Peter will work with Lynn Morgan and Nature Museum as well. 

Mike also suggested contacting Kelly Stettner at the Black River Action Team (BRAT) for 

support on streams that originate in Springfield. 

Peter is willing to do outreach at the Saxtons River 4
th

 of July and will contact the organizers 

about having an RCC table at the event. 



  

SEVT Watershed Water quality monitoring: coming up; Jen Silver is not going to do Herrick’s 

Cover (hay field to the right) or Golden Hill Rd for Williams River since she has moved and will now 

be helping in Saxtons River – Peter and Fred notified Laurie and they will do these two sites 

Mike will check in on fiscal condition and if they need sponsorship this year 

  

Williams River Geomorphic Assessment:  Mike and Peter attended the hearing on this effort in 

conjunction with a regular Planning Board Meeting. GIS study was conducted, and locations posing 

flood hazards and fluvial erosion hazards were identified – engineering firm will walking the river this 

summer and next and ground truth the GIS maps and identify issues in the geomorphology that 

contribute to flooding or erosion hazards.  Updating the erosion hazard maps is a part of this project.   

Every 5 years a biological health assessments looking at critters (biological organisms) and Mike 

thought Marie Caduto said that the Saxtons River and William River are due for their next assessment 

this year, but couldn’t find his notes to confirm.  

  

Energy Committee:   
Municipal Solar – Tom Hernon and Guy met to discuss the potential and areas of concern for a 

municipal solar sight– Guy will ask Chip to scan the GMP bills and send to Guy;  

  

Ralph Meima for Green Mountain Lantern will analyze the data, and decide how to move forward, 

there is information on the bills that is important. 

  

Street Lights: 
Mike mentioned that the Town has been slowly changing the Town owned streetlamps in the Square to 

LED.  For the most part, no one has noticed.  But, at least one person has complained about the light 

color since it is white, not yellow.  Mike explained that this is more noticeable when you have lights of 

different colors next to each other and it makes people more uncomfortable with the white lights.  But, 

its been the experience of researchers that when you change the lights all at once, the change is less 

noticeable and less objectionable to people.  The LED provide for better true color visibility, making it 

easier to see people at night, making it safer when people are crossing the streets. 

  

Meeting adjourned – next meeting June 9
th

 at 7:00 pm  
 
Respectfully submitted 
Gary Fox, Secretary 


