
Rockingham Conservation Commission 

MONDAY March 9, 2015 at 7:00 pm 

3rd floor Meeting Room of Town Hall. 

Members present: Mike Ghia – Chair, Rick Holloway, Alan Fowler, Paul Wilson, Peter Bergstrom  

Absent: Guy Payne, Tom Hernon, Fred Bennett  

Guests: Devin Smith, Anne Bussler, Alma Beals, Kim Smith (from Windham Regional) 

The chair called the meeting to order at 7:10 PM. 

Minutes of January Meeting (our February meeting was canceled due to snow) 

- Rick Holloway moved approval of minutes and Alan Fowler seconded. Approved unanimously. 

1. Recruitment and Logistics 

- Devin Smith is interested in being appointed to serve the rest of Gary Fox’s term. Rick Holloway 

endorsed his appointment and Alan Fowler seconded this, passed unanimously. Rick Holloway has 

decided to stay on the Commission for another term. 

-Mike mentioned the upcoming Windham County Joint Conservation Commissions Meeting and Potluck, 

Wed. March 25 5:30pm, At Dummerston Community Church in Dummerston Center. Peter said he was 

planning to attend. 

 

2. Natural Resources 

- Kim Smith (Windham Regional Commission) asked if the RCC would like to partner with the towns of 

Windham and Grafton in a grant proposal to the High Meadows Fund for flood resilience projects in the 

Saxtons River watershed, with an April 15 deadline. At least 3 towns have to partner on a proposal; Kim 

will also ask Westminster which has the lower reaches of that river.  A cash match to the grant may be 

required for a viable proposal, though its not clear how much relative to the request, and how this 

would be distributed amongst the 3 towns . RCC members were interested and we discussed some 

possible projects to propose. Rick Holloway proposed, and Paul Wilson seconded this motion: that the 

RCC endorse participation in the grant proposal pending Selectboard approval and project selection. 

Passed unanimously. Peter Bergstrom and Rick Holloway said they could meet with Kim and 

representatives of the other two towns on March 12 at 4:00 to further explore this. Peter Bergstrom will 

ask Kerry Bennett if he can get on the Selectboard’s agenda on March 17 to ask for their approval of the 

grant proposal, and any project ideas they have. 

-Alma Beals said there will be an Emerald ash borer presentation on May 7 at the Waypoint Center in 

Bellows Falls, sponsored by the Rockingham Tree Committee.   The Rockingham Tree Committee is 

planning to update an existing inventory of all street trees in Bellows Falls and Saxtons River, and locate 

the ash trees that may be affected.   The Tree Committee will begin the tree inventory immediately 

following the May 7th presentation.   They also plan to plant 10 new street trees where property owners 

are willing. She also showed us a hemlock branch that had some egg sacs of wooly adelgids on it, that 

was from Missing Link Rd. 



- Stream and Water Body Naming Project: Peter Bergstrom has distributed revised drafts of the brook 

naming (V14) and waterfall naming (V6) proposals to RCC members via email to review. He said he is 

ready to schedule a public meeting on the project at a Rockingham Selectboard meeting, after writing to 

some of the affected landowners to let them know the proposed names and invite them to that 

meeting. Peter Bergstrom will ask Kerry Bennett if he can get on the Selectboard’s agenda on March 17 

to ask for their approval of scheduling this public meeting, and writing to landowners to let them know 

about it. Tom Hernon volunteered to cover the mailing costs. 

- Snowshoe Hike at Dorand State Forest on January 24th was a big success—24 people attended.   

Assistant State Forester Rick White substituted for Tim Morton who was sick.  He did a very good job 

presenting, including about the ecology, tree ID, how the state manages the land, and manages timber 

sales on public land.  Those present gave great reviews.  The library publicity seemed to help. 

- Peter Bergstrom is looking for a site for a spring wildflower hike, ideally in Rockingham. The Windmill 

Hill Pinnacle Association is planning one in Westminster West on Sat. May 2 and did not want to have 

more people in that group, so we should find our own site, probably for the preceding Saturday (April 

25). Mike Ghia suggested that Peter contact Tim Morton for ideas for local sites, which Peter will do. 

- Green Up Day (Weekend) Planning May 2nd was tabled. 

- River Water testing 2015: new coordinator is Margo Ghia.  Discussion on details were tabled. 

3. Herrick’s Cove and CT River  

 Wildlife Festival  Sunday May 3rd; Alma Beals described logistics and asked for any help RCC 

members could offer. Rick Holloway is planning to make some signs and has arranged some Boy Scouts 

to volunteer. 

4. Energy Committee 

- With Guy being absent the Energy Committee items were tabled. 

5. Next Meeting 

The next meeting would normally be April13th, but that is the same night as the Saxtons River Village 

Meeting. Mike Ghia will poll RCC members to see if they prefer meeting a week earlier (April 6) or a 

week later (April 20th). 

We will meet on the 3rd floor, Town Hall at 7:00 pm. April is our Annual Meeting and Officer elections. 

Meeting Adjourned about 8:50 pm. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Peter Bergstrom, serving as temporary Secretary, RCC 


