
OPEN BURNING REGULATIONS 
 

A permit must be obtained for any and all open burning in the Town of Rockingham.  These 
open burning permits for the entire town are issued through the Bellows Falls Fire 
Department.  The following are the regulations for open burning in Vermont:  
  
State Open Burning Regulations: 
 
A permit must be obtained for any open burning BEFORE the fire is started (All 
Seasons) 
  
1.   A permit is only valid for the place and time stated. 
  
2.   A permit in no way relieves any person to whom it is granted from any liability related to  
 the fire or any damage as a result of the fire. 
  
3.  The person responsible for the fire, must at all times have sufficient help and tools  
 present to control the fire. 
  
4.   Only natural untreated brush or wood can be burned. Burning trash or treated or  
 contaminated wood is illegal in Vermont.   
  
5.   The fire must be attended at all times while burning.  It must be completely extinguished  
 before leaving. 
  
6.   Restricted materials (tires, trash, petroleum liquids) cannot be used to ignite the natural  
 wood to be burned. 
  
7.   Any special conditions written or stated when the permit is given are considered part of  
 the permit and shall be followed. 
  
8.   If any of these regulations or permit conditions are not followed, then the permit is  

immediately invalid and they will be burning illegally.  The fire may have to be 
extinguished.  

  
9.   Violations of these regulations may result in the Permittee receiving a Vermont Fire  
 Prevention Citation, which may involve court action and fines.   
  
10. Permits may be canceled by the authority having jurisdiction, for cause, at any time.    
  
11.  Any Open Burning must be completely extinguished if there are any complaints.   

 This can be done by the person burning or the Fire Department if necessary. 
  
Distance Regulations for Burning: 
  

1.  There will be no burning within 100 feet of any structure (Occupied or Un-occupied) 
  
2.  There will be no burning within 100 feet of a Property Line. 
  
3.   There will be no burning within 50 feet of any road right of way.  
  
Please contact the Bellows Falls Fire Department, 463-4343 to obtain a burn permit 


